
Honda's all-new Accord is here, and they're certainly keen to showcase it 
as a next-generation car. It made its debut last year at the Los Angeles 

Auto Show, alongside a fascinating piece of augmented reality (AR) 
technology called a HondaLens. Running on HoloLens technology, it is 

used to demonstrate the best features of the Accord. 
 
 

To experience the AR, all you need to do is pop on a pair of Microsoft's 
HoloLens smartglasses, which offer mixed reality. As you look around 

the car and view certain areas, the AR reveals six stories about the 
features in the Accord. The combination of high-tech digital presentation 

and a classic corporate storytelling technique makes this a really 
effective, intriguing way to reveal the best aspects of the Accord to 

prospective buyers. 
 

Also included in the HondaLens are historical points of interest about the 
Accord, which subtly remind the user that they're looking at Honda's 

long-standing, best-selling motor. 
 
 

It's great to see Honda taking full advantage of this budding new form of 
technology, and using it to create a new experience for people looking at 
the 2018 Accord for the first time. It certainly makes a change from the 
usual sales approach, which relies on sales agents who aren't always 
appreciated by people simply wanting to have a good look at a car 

without listening to a sales pitch. 
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Still, most people need more information that can't be gleaned by simply 
looking, and the HoloLens is a fascinating new way to provide a happy 

medium between the two. Visually it's also quite the spectacle, with 
features of the Accord coming to life in vibrant color right before your 
eyes. The view you see is of a shining outline of each feature, overlaid 

across the area of the car in which it exists in reality. 
 

The presentation also includes voice-over instructions and arrows that 
point the way to more stories. This makes it as easy as possible for the 

user to engage with the system, and take full advantage of it. Additional 
features include a simulated driving experience, which is projected out 

through the windshield when the user is seated in the driver's seat. 
Switch to the passenger side, and the AR will show you all the features 

of the Accord. 
 
 

While it may not be the most immersive reality, being as it has a limited 
field of vision, it is surprisingly good for a piece of technology relying on 
glasses rather than a helmet wrapping around your whole head, as is the 

case with full Virtual Reality. It's also not exceptionally realistic, the 
features appearing to be slightly cartoonish, while the driving experience 

has a rather "Tron"-like feel. 
 

Despite this, given the nature of the technology and its relative infancy, 
it's surprising how accurate the AR reality is. The colorful arrows, lines, 
and features that appear hover very precisely over the relevant area of 

the car, no matter how you turn your head. 
 

Overall it offers an exciting new way to showcase the best elements of a 
car, and gives a fresh perspective to the buying experience. 

A Surprisingly Accurate HoloLens


