
The BMW M5 is back for 2018 in its sixth incarnation, known 
internationally as the F90. A thoroughly modern and powerful update on 
this classic Bimmer, the all-new M5 is a 600 horsepower beast, the first 
in the M line (other than the X5 and X6 M SUVs) to come with all-wheel 

drive. 
 

Changing it up even further, BMW is not offering the new M5 with a 
manual transmission. That's quite the transformation, and at first blush, 
it may sound like a strike against the new model. But don't let it put you 

off. Once you get behind the wheel you'll find the new M5 offers a fun 
and engaging driving experience. 

 
Here are the highlights of what the 2018 M5 has to offer. 

 
 

As a lighter and stronger car, you can expect higher performance from 
the M5, which features a roof made of Carbon Fiber Reinforced plastic, 

specially designed to lower the car's center of gravity, reducing its 
overall weight considerably. 

 
This is a welcome change after the slightly disappointing standard set by 
the previous M5 model, it's back on form this year with extreme speed, 

slick looks, and an engine that purrs. This is a car with power and 
strength packed into a perfectly balanced and elegant frame, capable of 

providing excellent responsiveness and no less than 270 different 
combinations of driver-selected options. 

Feel the Power of the All New 
BMW M5

Speed and Horsepower



The engine is an upgrade on the 4.4 liter twin-turbo V8, which boats 592 
horsepower and 553 lb-feet of torque. Three drive modes (4WD, 4WD 
Sport, and 2WD), plus two shiny red buttons on the steering wheel 
allowing you to store preset options, makes this an incredibly fast, 

power, and versatile drive. 
 
 

The M5 comes with electronically controlled clutch pack technology, 
which is capable of sending equal amounts of torque to both the rear 

and front axles. This mode favors the rear wheels, providing the M5 with 
rear wheel drive dynamics, even when in 4WD mode. This gives the 

driver a lot of stability control, particularly in the 4WD Sport setting and 
M Dynamic mode, which allows the car to glide effortlessly through tight 

turns. 
 

This vehicle is so well-balanced that it feels more like a rear-wheel-drive 
car than its F10-generation predecessor, which actually is RWD.  It is also 

possible to switch to full rear-wheel drive mode. You will need to 
completely disable your stability control in order to access the RWD 

setting through the iDrive system, but it's well worth the effort. BMW 
refers to this as their 2WD function, but it would be equally accurate to 

call it a Drift mode. In this respect, it's not dissimilar to the system 
available with the E63 S from Mercedes-AMG. 

 
 

The M5 is back on form with the 2018 model, which offers a driving 
experience not to be missed in an extremely attractive package. With 

extra power, a lot of settings to customize your driving experience, and 
incredible performance, it's a definite improvement on its predecessor 

and a joy to drive. 

Rear Wheel Drive
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