
As Mazda's flagship (and currently only) convertible, the MX-5 Miata 
understandably embraces our ethos that cars should focus on their 

drivers. From its initial design over 26 years ago, the Miata has always 
been a soft-top, but the 2017 Miata breaks from this tradition to bring us 

a hardtop model, the RF (which stands for Retractable Fastback). It 
comes in an exclusive shade of Machine Gray (only available for the RF 

model), and it looks amazing. 
 

But there's a lot more to the perfect convertible than a flashy color and 
funky roof. It's a big decision and a big investment, so here's what makes 

the 2017 Miata the best-value convertible on the market. 
 
 

Here's the biggest problem that often comes with a roadster: You can 
only use it when the weather permits. If you experience particularly 

freezing winters, it's likely you have to leave your convertible to 
hibernate for at least one season out of the year. Late autumn and early 
spring may also be dicey, and by the time you've avoided the cold, rain, 

snow, hail, sleet, and exceedingly high winds, you're only using your 
convertible half the year at most. 

 
If it's the only car you own, and you have to use it whatever the 

weather, it's potentially an even bigger problem. Exposure to poor 
weather will shorten the life of a soft-top considerably. Add to that the 
chill factor and potential noise issues and it's not an appealing prospect. 

 

Why The 2017 Miata Is the Best-Value 
Convertible

An All-Weather Convertible



The beauty of the Miata is that you don't need to change to winter tires, 
don a snood and a few pairs of gloves, and tough out the winter months. 
The 2017 model has an innovative power-folding hardtop, and a newly 

designed roof featuring flying buttresses behind the seats. The roof tucks 
neatly in when down, and when up provides plenty of protection from 

the elements, without the risk of damage to the roof. 
 

The Miata is an all-weather convertible, just as comfortable and 
luxurious with the roof up as down. No need to store it or endure 

unpleasant conditions. For that reason alone it's an excellent choice of 
convertible. 

 
 

Another big bonus for the Miata is the 155 horsepower 2.0-liter engine 
with a six-speed manual transmission, and the option of a six-speed 

automatic. Add to this 148 pound-feet of torque in the rear wheels and 
you have a powerful machine. Despite the power, the car has been 

crafted using aluminum, which has drastically improved the weight-to- 
power ratio compared to the previous model. It's 150 pounds lighter, 

ensuring the Miata virtually flies down the roads. 
 

You'd be forgiven for thinking all that power must come at a price, but 
the fuel economy on the 2017 Miata is also improved. The manual 

transmission can achieve 27 mpg in the city and 36 mpg on the highway. 
 

Overall the Miata offers a powerful, stylish, comfortable, and versatile 
choice of convertible, making it excellent value for money and an 

exceptionally fun ride. 

Powerful Performance


